
patagonia 
adventure

trip highligh   ts
Take in the spectacular Perito Moreno Glacier 

and the quaint town of Puerto Natales
Embark on scenic day walks in Los Glaciares National Park

Explore the beautiful valleys, glaciers and 
trails around Mount Fitz Roy

Trek amongst the stunning wilderness of 
Torres del Paine National Park

Journey by boat via the Balmaceda Glacier 
to Torres del Paine National Park

welcome to 
World Expeditions
Thank you for your interest in our Patagonia Adventure trip. At 
World Expeditions we are passionate about our off the beaten track 
experiences as they provide our travellers with the thrill of coming 
face to face with untouched cultures as well as wilderness regions 
of great natural beauty. We are committed to ensuring that our 
unique itineraries are well researched, affordable and tailored for the 
enjoyment of small groups or individuals ‑ philosophies that have 
been at our core since 1975 when we began operating adventure 
holidays. Our itineraries will give you the very best travel experience, 
designed by people with incredible local knowledge who share our 
vision of authentic exchange and real exploration with a responsible 
tourism approach. Whether you like your adventures to include 
trekking, touring, cycling, mountaineering, kayaking or cruising World 
Expeditions can make it happen for you. We hope you will join us for a 
life changing experience.

why travel with World Expeditions?
Our Patagonia operators have been working with us for many years. The 
experience and enthusiasm of our local guides throughout Patagonia 
ensures that we maintain the leading edge in adventure travel and 
ensures our trips are unique and provide excellent value for money. Our 
private vehicles are well maintained and comfortable. We use a mixture 
of accommodation on this trip, hotels and lodges with local character. 
Compare our prices and all our inclusions and we feel that few trips can 
compare in terms of value for money. In addition responsible travel is 
important to us. Given our local knowledge, experience and excellent 
leadership, we are quite sure that this trip will be the trip of a lifetime.
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Trip Duration  11 days Trip Code: PAD
Grade  Introductory to Moderate
Activities  Adventure Touring, Day Walking
Summary  11 day trip, 10 nights hotels/lodge



patagonia adventure
Day walks through the Los Glaciares and Torres del Paine National Parks

the trip
This is an ideal introduction to the spectacular world renowned parks of Patagonia, without the 
need to commit to long walking days. From the awesome Perito Moreno Glacier, we continue 
onto Los Glaciares National Park in Argentina, home to the famous 3000m spires of Cerro Torre 
and Cerro Fitz Roy. We travel across the border to Chile and take a stunning cruise from Puerto 
Natales into the heart of the Torres del Paine National Park. We explore on foot the vast pampas 
and forests, home to herds of Guanaco and hopefully spot Andean Condors circling near the 
base of the dramatic granite ‘Towers of Paine’. After each exhilarating day walk we return to our 
comfortable hotel or lodge, for a wholesome meal and warm bedroom.

at a glance
DAY 1  ARRIVE EL CALAFATE
DAY 2  PERITO MORENO GLACIER
DAY 3  DRIVE CALAFATE TO EL CHALTEN
DAYS 4-5  EL CHALTEN - IN LOS GLACIARES NATIONAL PARK
DAY 6  DRIVE TO PUERTO NATALES
DAY 7  BOAT TRIP TO TORRES DEL PAINE NATIONAL PARK
DAY 8  DAY WALKS TORRES DEL PAINE NATIONAL PARK
DAY 9  DAY WALKS TORRES DEL PAINE NATIONAL PARK
DAY 10  RETURN TO CALAFATE
DAY 11  TRIP CONCLUDES

what’s included
  10 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 6 dinners
  Good quality hotel and lodge accommodation throughout on a twin share basis
  All internal ground transport by private bus for groups of 11 or more people
  One leader throughout for groups of 11 or more people
  Bilingual local guides for each section and shared transfers for groups of less than 11 

people
  Some activities are on a shared service basis (please see trip itinerary for details)
  All guide fees and national park entrance costs

Local cash payments are becoming increasingly popular with many operators in the adventure 
travel industry. The policy seems to benefit the tour operators, more than the local economies 
or travellers, as it avoids local taxes and transfers the cost and risk of cash handling to 
travellers. In accordance with our Responsible Travel practices we have chosen a policy not to 
ask for such payments.

what’s not included
  International/domestic flights to and from Argentina and within Argentina
  Airport departure taxes
  Airport transfers
  Cost of laundry, alcoholic beverages and restaurant beverages, bottled water
  Tips
  Visa
  Travel Insurance

Paine NP Calafate
Los Glaciares NP

Puerto Natales

Mt Fitzroy

Argentina
Chile
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World Expeditions does not require single 
travellers to pay a surcharge for travelling alone. 
We will arrange for you to share accommodation 

with another traveller of the same gender and 
if we can not match you up we will provide a 
single room at no extra charge. If you prefer 
not to share a single supplement is payable 

to guarantee your own room. Please refer 
to our website for the additional cost.

For competitive airfares and stopover ideas 
to join this adventure, contact our expert 

staff today to receive a detailed quote.
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detailed itinerary
DAY 1  Arrive El Calafate
On your arrival in El Calafate, make your way to the group hotel. A transfer can be 
booked on request for an additional cost. You will meet your guide in the evening for 
a group briefing.
Overnight Imago Hotel or similar.
meals: NIL

DAY 2  Perito Moreno Glacier
The trip begins this morning around 8am, when we are met by our group leader. We 
head towards the Andes to the edge of the icecap for a full day tour to this impressive 
glacier that advances across Lago Argentino. This day tour is on a shared service 
basis with other travellers. We spend several hours wandering the many paths that 
offer different vantage points of this calving glacier. The glacier is 4 km wide and 
70 metres high and descends to the surface of the lake, almost cutting the lake in 
two. Occasionally massive pieces break off and fall into the lake becoming icebergs 
and creating huge waves in the process. The groans and creaks of the active glacier 
precede dramatic falls of the ice face. 
Overnight Imago Hotel or similar.
Please Note: Lunch is not included today. We recommend that you purchase 
supplies in El Calafate.
meals: B

DAY 3  Drive Calafate to El Chalten
The drive takes approx. 5 hours with scenery of great rolling hills and the occasional 
herd of guanaco and sometimes rhea. You may even spot the odd Condor gliding 
high above the broad Patagonian pampas. On arrival in El Chalten, the afternoon is 
at leisure to explore the town. 
Overnight Hotel Poincenot or similar.
meals: B,D

DAYS 4-5  El Chalten - in Los Glaciares National Park
El Chalten is a village in the heart of Los Glaciares National Park from which we 
make our day trips. The two most famous hikes in this area are day walks to Laguna 
Torre (approx 6 hours) and Laguna de Los Tres (approx 9 hours) which we want to 
undertake in the next two days. The treks offer stunning views of Cerro Torre and 
Cerro Fitz Roy. Mount Fitz Roy is found at the northern end of the park and is part 
of a range of bizarre peaks including the needle like rock pinnacle of Cerro Torre ‑ 
for a climber it looks to be one of the most unclimbed peaks in the world ‑ in fact it 
was only scaled for the first time in 1974. To the south run a great chain of massive 
glaciers that basically follow the line of the Chile/Argentina border. The dramatic 
rock spires beckon and our days here will be a highlight of the itinerary. The 
beautiful valleys hold crystal clear streams and are home to a multitude of bird life. 
During the short summer the Patagonian flowers bloom profusely. Please note, all 
treks are subject to weather conditions.
Overnight Hotel Poincenot or similar.
meals: B,L,D

trip dates
 2020 17 Oct ‑ 27 Oct 
  31 Oct ‑ 10 Nov 
  14 Nov ‑ 24 Nov 
  21 Nov ‑ 01 Dec 
  04 Dec ‑ 14 Dec 
  16 Dec ‑ 26 Dec

 2021 08 Jan ‑ 18 Jan 
  17 Jan ‑ 27 Jan 
  31 Jan ‑ 10 Feb 
  14 Feb ‑ 24 Feb 
  28 Feb ‑ 10 Mar 
  07 Mar ‑ 17 Mar 
  21 Mar ‑ 31 Mar

fast facts
Countries Visited:

Argentina, Chile
Visas:

Please check visa requirements with 
your reservations consultant*

Vaccinations:
Please consult a travel vaccination 

specialist for up to date information
Private Groups:

Private group options are 
available for this trip*

Singles:
A single supplement is available for this trip*

Leader:
Expert local leader in each country

Advice for people with limited mobility
This trip is not suitable for people 

with limited mobility.
*Ask our staff for more information.
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DAY 6  Drive to Puerto Natales
We begin today with a drive of five to six hours to the fishing village of Puerto 
Natales situated on the Ultima Esperanza Fiord. 
Overnight Weskar Lodge or similar.
meals: B

DAY 7  Boat trip to Torres del Paine National Park
A spectacular day cruising towards Torres del Paine National Park, we enjoy 
impressive glaciers tumbling down from the mountains and beautiful panoramic 
views. Many past travellers rate this as one of the best days on this trip. From Puerto 
Natales we join our boat trip to the massive Balmaceda Glacier which calves into the 
Ultima Esperanza Fjord. After lunch in a beautiful location on the fjord, we continue 
onto the National Park by Zodiac.The Towers of Paine are right before us, as we enter 
the National Park. This boat trip certainly is the best and most interesting way to 
arrive into Paine. We plan to arrive at the park in the afternoon and the remainder of 
the day is at leisure. 
Overnight Hosteria del Paine or similar.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 8  Day walks Torres del Paine National Park
When we first see the great granite pinnacles of Paine it is worth remembering that 
the Andes is the youngest chain of mountains in the world. One can imagine the 
great pressures and movements of the earth that created these spectacular peaks. 
Today we will drive to Grey Lake and walk to a view point from where we can admire 
the beautiful Grey Glacier. With 30 metres not as high as Perito Moreno but not less 
stunning due to its surrounding of the Paine Mountain Range. Small icebergs are 
usually floating on the lake and provide fantastic photo opportunities. We will then 
visit other areas in the park, eg Salto Grande and Pehoe Lake. If weather allows we 
will also walk to the Cuernos view point. The walks today are easy and short. After a 
full day of sightseeing in the park we return to our comfortable lodge. Please note, 
all treks are subject to weather conditions.
Overnight in Hotel Las Torres or similar.
Hotel Las Torres works in partnership with a not‑for‑profit organisation called 
AMA to make sure the park remains sustainable into the future. On top of critical 
conservation activities such as trail maintenance and waste management, AMA also 
engages in scientific research and provides essential educational services. They 
regularly work with Chilean schools to improve environmental awareness.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 9  Day walks Torres del Paine National Park
The second day in Torres del Paine is set aside to walk to the base of Las Torres, one 
of the most iconic day walks in the park. This trek is on a shared service basis with 
other travellers. It is more challenging than the day before, but the walk provides 
excellent views of the park if weather permits. At the end of the way up you will be 
rewarded with magnificent views of the famous towers and a beautiful glacier lake. 
The walk will take approximately 7‑8 hours return and the last 1 hour of the trek to 
the towers is steep and rocky. As with any trek, the fitter you are the more you will 
enjoy the experience. (If this trek is too difficult, other options can be arranged at an 
additional cost. If the whole group is interested in a different or easier trek, this can 
be organised by your guide without an additional charge.) The whole experience of 
trekking in Patagonia will spoil you for most other trekking areas in the world – the 

thoughtful travel
The natural environments that you’ll 

travel through are fragile; the cultures 
and traditions precious and often the 

communities we pass through are reliant 
on tourism. It is our responsibility as visitors 

to minimise the impact of our presence, 
protect what is precious and where we can 

leave a positive impact. Learn how you can 
do this by downloading the Thoughtful 

Traveller booklet from our website.

trip grading 
Introductory to Moderate

This adventure involves trekking for up to 6 
or 7 hours a day at a steady pace. Some days 
the amount of trekking might increase up to 

9 hours if you take all the optional day hikes. 
You will need a good level of fitness and be 

in good health. Many of the tracks on which 
we trek are fairly well defined but sometimes 
we venture off on less used trails. The pace is 

steady with plenty of time to stop and take 
photos and quite leisurely in most cases but 
on some occasions we will have reasonable 

climbs or scrambles onto ridges to look out at 
the stunning mountain landscapes for which 

Patagonia is renowned. These are optional but 
well worthwhile as for most they will be the 

highlights of the trip. We recommend people 
be fit to enjoy these adventurous side trips.

*Suggested preparation: 45 minutes of 
aerobic type exercise, three to five times 

a week for the three months leading 
up to your trip. Hill walking with a 

pack in variable weather conditions or 
road cycling is also recommended.
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scenery is really awe‑inspiring. Blue glacial and ice‑berg strewn lakes combine with 
dramatic granite peaks and snow covered mountains which lead to the Patagonian 
ice‑cap. Please note, all treks are subject to weather conditions.
Overnight in Hotel Las Torres or similar.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 10  Return to Calafate
We drive for approximately 7‑8 hours across the steppes following the face of the 
Andes. The scenery is breathtaking, with great rolling hills dotted with stunted beech 
trees.We plan to arrive in Calafate in the afternoon. The remainder of the day is at 
leisure, with time for last minute shopping or indulging the ‘dulce de leche’ a dessert 
you will by now be familiar with!
Overnight Imago Hotel or similar.
meals: B

DAY 11  Trip concludes
Trip concludes in El Calafate.
meals: B

This itinerary is subject to change with any change in Community regulations as well as Governmental changes and natural circumstances beyond our control.

suggested extensions
  Antarctic Cruise
  Galapagos Islands Cruise
  Buenos Aires
  Iguazu Falls
  Cusco & Machu Picchu

country information
The southern half of Argentina and Chile is known as Patagonia. This glacier‑dotted 
mountainous interior is part of the great Andes mountain chain and offers some of the most 
spectacular wilderness trekking to be found anywhere in the world. Patagonia boasts unique 
wildlife, including flamingos, sea birds, guanacos, elephant seals and right whales. The Perito 
Moreno Glacier of Santa Cruz is a 60‑meter‑high (197‑ft‑high) river of rising, toppling and 
exploding ice in Argentinian Patagonia, whilst the southern Chilean towns of Punta Arenas and 
Puerto Natales give us a sense of life is like at end of the world! Both towns have great seafood 
and good scenery and Punta Arenas has the added bonus of some excellent museums.

climate
Patagonia’s southern coastal position leaves it exposed to the intense winds that circle the 
Antarctic land mass. As such, the climate of Patagonia is unpredictable. The summer season 
spanning November to March, experiences day time temperatures of between 8‑20 degrees 
Celsius and in the evenings the temperature can reach zero. By Andean standards, the 
Patagonian Mountains are low in altitude, but they capture virtually all the south‑west air borne 
moisture cladding their summits with snow, and leaving the leeward side, the Patagonian plains, 
in a severe rain shadow. This makes for some very interesting contrasts in the landscapes.

a typical day
Our day will generally begin with breakfast at 8am before commencing our walks around 
9am. This time will vary depending on the distance we are required to cover during the day. 

adventure travel
By its very nature adventure travel involves 

an element of the unexpected. In remote 
and developing countries do not expect 

standards you are used to at home. Remote 
areas are sometimes unpredictable and 

itineraries may be altered. To get the most 
out of your adventure it is important that 

you are flexible, positive and eager to take 
on all the challenges that arise. If you 

are uncertain about your suitability for 
this trip we recommend that you speak 

with your consultant or travel agent.

important note
These trip notes represent the most current 

information for this itinerary, and may 
supersede any information in the current 
brochure, including but not limited to the 

itinerary and price. The itinerary should 
be seen as a guide only. This itinerary 

may change at any time due to inclement 
weather, forces of nature and other 
circumstances beyond our control.
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The morning’s hike usually lasts about 3‑4 hours, allowing plenty of rest and photo stops. After 
lunch we set off for the remainder of our days hike, usually taking about 2 to 3 hours to reach our 
destination. On arrival you will have time to relax and enjoy your surroundings, the wilderness, 
mountains and people you have met along the way. Much of the enjoyment of an expedition is in 
the journey itself. Lunch boxes will be provided by the lodge and you will carry your lunch with 
you during the day. We will return to the lodge in the afternoon by approximately 4pm. Dinner 
is usually served between 7‑8 pm. Most of the tracks on which we trek are fairly well defined. You 
can be trekking through undulating country for up to six hours a day at a steady pace. Generally 
groups like to spread out over the trail, stopping for photographs, resting, bird watching or just 
taking time out to absorb the lovely surroundings. The only thing we ask you to remember is not 
to get too far ahead of, or behind, the main party and to keep your guide within view. Obviously 
in the event of very bad weather or adverse conditions, the guide will keep the group as close 
together as possible.

dietary requirements
Provided we are advised in advance of your departure we are able to cater for vegetarian diets 
and can assist with medically recommended diets (allergies and intolerances). Please ensure 
you discuss your requirements with us well in advance (at least 1 month prior to your trip) to 
determine whether we can cater to such dietary requirements on your chosen adventure. Please 
note that options are likely to be limited in very remote locations or alternatives may be more 
expensive or unavailable. There may be times when those with special requirements may need 
to provide their own food. We are unable to guarantee a peanut‑free or allergen‑free trip, and 
therefore, we strongly encourage that travellers with life‑threatening or severe allergies take all 
necessary medical precautions to prepare for the possibility of exposure. Passengers must travel 
with all necessary medications for food allergies and be capable of self‑administering these 
medications.

accommodation on the trip
Most of the hotels and lodges we use can be described as 3 star accommodation, some of them 
are categorised as 4 stars. In smaller towns and villages or National Parks hotel options are often 
limited and we might have to use more basic accommodation with a lower or without star rating. 
Please note that the star rating in South America is very fluid and can’t be compared to a western 
standard star rating, however you can be assured of clean, comfortable and well located lodgings.
Please note: Due to the overwhelmingly popularity of Patagonia it can occasionally happen that 
we have to split groups and accommodate them in different hotels on some nights, especially in 
Torres del Paine National Park. The group will be together for all activities during the day.

pre and post tour accommodation
If you would like to extend your stay in South America we would be more than happy to assist 
with your pre or post tour arrangements. Please ask your reservations consultant for further 
details.

what you carry
In your daypack you will need to carry extra warm clothing (depending on the altitude, location 
and weather), a rainjacket, water bottle, camera gear, valuables and personal items such as 
sunscreen, lip‑eze etc.

equipment required
Specialist gear required include walking boots and day pack (a comprehensive gear list is provided 
in the pre‑departure information provided on booking).
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patagonia vehicles
Groups operating with 11 or more people will have private transport throughout the entire trip. 
A national guide will accompany the group commencing in Calafate and a second guide will 
accompany the group within both national parks. For groups of less than 11 people, tourist buses 
will be used for travel between the parks and towns and local guides within the National Parks.

vehicles & safety
During the course of your trip, we will use a variety of vehicles, all of which are fit for purpose and 
the conditions encountered. It should be noted that laws governing transportation safety may 
differ from those in your home country and whilst wherever possible, vehicles with seatbelts are 
provided, on occasion some vehicles may not have seat belts fitted.

visas
Chile
Most passport holders, including British, Canadians, Americans and New Zealanders do not require 
a visa for Chile for a period of up to 30 days (or more dependent on your nationality). However 
you are required to show a return or onward ticket.
Australian passport holders entering Chile as tourists before 9 May 2020, do not require a visa for 
a maximum stay of 90 days. From 16 December 2019, the Reciprocity Fee of US$117, normally 
charged to Australian passport holders, has been removed until 9 May 2020. A new e‑visa will be 
introduced after 9 May 2020 and travellers have to apply for the e‑visa before leaving Australia.
All tourist travelling to Easter Island (Rapa Nui) need to present the following documents:
Passport
Return flight ticket from Easter Island with a return date within 30 days of your arrival
Reservation for accommodation authorised by Sernatur (Servicio Nacional de Turismo). All hotels 
and lodges booked through World Expeditions are authorised by Sernatur. The trip voucher with 
the hotel name issued by World Expeditions will be sufficient proof. 
Unique Entry Form (FUI). This form can be completed online before your trip or at the Latam 
check‑in desk at the airport in Santiago. We recommend to fill out the form online before your 
flight: https://ingresorapanui.interior.gob.cl/#
You will receive a confirmation email that must be presented at the airport before boarding the 
plane.
All other nationalities should check with your nearest embassy or consulate.
Argentina
A visa is exempt for passport holders from the following countries visiting Argentina for short term 
tourism purposes:
Australia
New Zealand
Canada
United States
United Kingdom
For all other nationalities and longer stays please contact the relevant embassy.
Please bear in mind that visas may be required for countries you are visiting en route or transiting 
through on the way to your destination. It is important that you check the requirements of all 
countries you will visit. Visa costs and requirements do change regularly so we suggest you check 
with your travel agent or World Expeditions reservations consultant. It is your responsibility to 
obtain all necessary visas.
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info nights
World Expeditions invites you to attend our inspiring adventure travel information nights. These 
special evenings are designed to inform and entertain and are hosted by our most experienced 
and passionate adventure travellers and mountaineers. Ask our staff for a info night schedule 
or register on our website ‑ www.worldexpeditions.com. Shows can fill early so it is important to 
register your attendance so we know to save a seat, or two.

private groups
The adventures featured in our brochures, and on our website, are just a starting point for many 
of our private group travellers. Working closely with our Groups Department we can organise 
custom designed itineraries for groups of friends, clubs, charity’s, schools or even work colleagues. 
Our team will assist you with all aspects of your private group adventure from itinerary design to 
group flights. Contact our team today.

subscribe to our e-newsletter
Never miss an amazing deal, inspirational speaker tour or exciting new trips and cutting edge 
adventure news. Head to our website to subscribe to our regular e‑newsletter.

social networking
Connect with us on social
FACEBOOK: @worldexpeditions
Like our page at facebook.com/worldexpeditions
INSTAGRAM: @worldexpeditions 
Follow us at instagram.com/worldexpeditions
YOUTUBE: World Expeditions
Subscribe to our channel at youtube.com/worldexpeditions
Share the love
Use the hashtag #WorldExpeditions on your best travel photos and videos to be featured.

trip availability
If this trip seems right for you then we encourage you to call us now to check availability. There 
are many reasons why you may not be able to join your desired departure and limited space 
on our small group departures is just one of them. Many of our adventures require us to secure 
services on your behalf; such as trekking permits, train travel and visa invitation letters. The 
demand is increasing each year making it difficult to join a trip last minute. To ensure we can assist 
you onto your adventure of a lifetime we ask that you check your trip availability with our team at 
your earliest convenience.

how to book
To book a World Expeditions trip, you will need to complete a booking form and pay a non 
refundable deposit which you can do by using our online booking function for most trips, or if you 
prefer, download a booking form from the website and return to us by fax, or mail your booking 
form and deposit to your nearest World Expeditions office or travel agent. We can also help you 
with any additional arrangements that you require, such as competitive airfares to get you to your 
destination, stopovers, pre or post trip accommodation or any additional tours that you wish to 
take in conjunction with the main World Expeditions trip.
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