
galapagos 
islands on beluga

trip highligh   ts
Explore the Galapagos archipelago, with spectacular 

volcanic landscapes and amazing wildlife, on the Beluga
Marvel at close encounters with unique wildlife and 

view animals that are nowhere else on earth
Learn about this incredible area with an expert naturalist guide, 

on board the cruise and during guided walks on the islands
Swim, snorkel and view an overwhelming amount of wildlife

Undertake short walks in a pristine environment

welcome to 
World Expeditions
Thank you for your interest in our Galapagos Islands on Beluga trip. 
At World Expeditions we are passionate about our off the beaten 
track experiences as they provide our travellers with the thrill of 
coming face to face with untouched cultures as well as wilderness 
regions of great natural beauty. We are committed to ensuring that 
our unique itineraries are well researched, affordable and tailored 
for the enjoyment of small groups or individuals ‑ philosophies that 
have been at our core since 1975 when we began operating adventure 
holidays. Our itineraries will give you the very best travel experience, 
designed by people with incredible local knowledge who share our 
vision of authentic exchange and real exploration with a responsible 
tourism approach. Whether you like your adventures to include 
trekking, touring, cycling, mountaineering, kayaking or cruising World 
Expeditions can make it happen for you. We hope you will join us for a 
life changing experience.

why travel with World Expeditions?
World Expeditions has been working with our local operators for many 
years. Over the years we have learnt what is most important about 
delivering trips to a high standard. These trips offer exceptional value for 
money. On the Galapagos our boats have been chosen carefully for their 
quality and size. The Beluga accommodates 16 passengers which is the 
optimum number on a Galapagos cruise. Compare our prices and all our 
inclusions and we feel that few trips can compare in terms of value for 
money. Given our local knowledge, experience and excellent leadership, 
we are quite sure that this trip will be the trip of a lifetime.
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Trip Duration  8 days Trip Code: GAL
Grade  Discovery and Cruising
Activities  Cruising, Wildlife Viewing
Summary  8 day trip, 7 nights boat
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Cruise the magical Galapagos Islands aboard the deluxe Beluga

the trip
The Galapagos archipelago represents a spectacular and striking world of volcanic landscapes 
and fearless animals including Giant Tortoises, Fur Seals, Sea Lions, Land and Sea Iguanas 
and many species of birds. A cruise to this impressive wildlife sanctuary will be a memorable 
experience for those who appreciate close encounters with nature. Accompanied by a naturalist 
guide, this eight day cruise aboard the Beluga provides ample opportunity to explore the 
volcanic and wildlife rich islands. The Beluga is a deluxe 110 foot, steel‑hulled motor vessel, 
fully air‑conditioned and accommodates 16 passengers in double staterooms, each with private 
bathroom and shower. This trip can ideally be combined with any of our South American 
journeys.

at a glance
DAY 1  FLY TO GALAPAGOS FROM QUITO/GUAYAQUIL, COMMENCE CRUISE
DAY 2  SANTA FE AND PLAZAS
DAY 3  SAN CRISTOBAL: WITCH HILL, KICKER ROCK AND INTERPRETATION CENTER
DAY 4  ESPAÑOLA: GARDNER BAY AND PUNTA SUAREZ
DAY 5  SANTA CRUZ: CHARLES DARWIN STATION AND HIGHLANDS
DAY 6  SOMBRERO CHINO AND JAMES: SULLIVAN BAY
DAY 7  TOWER: PRINCE PHILLIPS STEPS AND DARWIN BAY
DAY 8  CRUISE CONCLUDES, FLY TO QUITO/GUAYQUIL

additional deposits required
In addition to the World Expeditions deposit you will be required to provide a 20% 
non‑refundable deposit, for your Galapagos cruise. This 20% deposit is required by the boat 
operator and is payable at the time of booking. We recommend you take out travel insurance at 
the time of booking.

variation to booking conditions
Cancellation conditions for this trip vary from the standard World Expeditions conditions. If 
cancellation takes place less than 70 days prior to your departure date, 100% of the cruise 
price will be forfeited.

what’s included
  7 breakfasts, 7 lunches and 7 dinners
  Twin share berth
  Internal flights valued at approx US$525
  Professional naturalist guide and support staff
  Transport to and from cruise
  Group medical kit
  Ingala control card and Galapagos Park fee to the value of US$120. (Please note if arriving 

to the Galapagos prior to the cruise these fees can’t be prepaid ‑ contact your consultant 
for further details).

  Use of snorkelling equipment and kayaks (your guide will discuss appropriate timing for 
use during the trip)

  Wet suit rental will be included on all cruises in 2019
Local cash payments are becoming increasingly popular with many operators in the adventure 
travel industry. The policy seems to benefit the tour operators, more than the local economies 
or travellers, as it avoids local taxes and transfers the cost and risk of cash handling to 
travellers. In accordance with our Responsible Travel practices we have chosen a policy not to 
ask for such payments.

Quito
Galapagos
Islands

Baltra

Peru

Ecuador

Colombia
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World Expeditions does not require single 
travellers to pay a surcharge for travelling alone. 
We will arrange for you to share accommodation 

with another traveller of the same gender and 
if we can not match you up we will provide a 
single room at no extra charge. If you prefer 
not to share a single supplement is payable 

to guarantee your own room. Please refer 
to our website for the additional cost.

For competitive airfares and stopover ideas 
to join this adventure, contact our expert 

staff today to receive a detailed quote.
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what’s not included
  Airport transfers on the mainland
  International flights and airport taxes
  Meals not mentioned in the itinerary
  Bottled water, aerated and alcoholic drinks
  Travel insurance
  Medical treatment

detailed itinerary
DAY 1  Fly to Galapagos from Quito/Guayaquil, commence cruise
You can commence your itinerary in the city of Quito, located in the highlands of 
Ecuador just south of the equator or alternatively you may chose to commence from 
Guayaquil, the largest city in Ecuador located on the banks of the Guayas River. 
From your starting city you fly to the Baltra airport in the Galapagos Islands. You 
will then be met upon arrival and transferred to your boat to commence your cruise. 
This afternoon we visit Santa Cruz (Dragon Hill), which is a wet landing. We walk to 
a saltwater lagoon which is occasionally visited by pink flamingos. Then we will hike 
up to Dragon Hill, which offers a beautiful view of the bay. This area is a nesting site 
for numerous reintroduced land iguanas and there is also a peculiar Scalesia tree 
forest.
meals: L,D

DAY 2  Santa Fe and Plazas
NOTE: Itineraries are flexible and are subject to change according to weather, 
local conditions and circumstances beyond our control. You will follow one of two 
itineraries however please note they should be used as a guide only. These are 
offered on alternate weeks, your consultant will advise which itinerary is scheduled 
to operate on your desired date.
Morning: SANTA FE
We hike along the coastline and discover colorful flora and fauna. The well‑known 
land iguanas here can grow over five feet long. The Santa Fe species of iguana 
are more bright yellow and have uncommonly large spikes on their spine. In 
true Galapagos style the Opuntia cactus, a favorite food of the land iguana, has 
responded by growing tall and woody ‑ up to 33 feet high and are the largest of their 
kind in Galapagos. Manta rays and sea turtles flit by as dark shadows against the 
sandy bottom of Santa Fe’s beautiful anchorage. After a long hike, relax with a swim 
in the calm waters of the beautiful bay, or snorkel along in the company of sea lions 
at the base of the rocks. 
Afternoon: SOUTH PLAZAS ISLAND
The Plazas Islands are twin islands located off the east coast of Santa Cruz. North 
Plaza is closed due to scientific research and South Plaza is the visitor site. Both 
islands were formed by geological uplift. The islands tilt to the north. The island’s 
southern portion has a greater degree of uplift contain cliffs with spectacular views. 
Visiting South Plaza begins with a dry landing. The rocky trail circumnavigates the 
island displaying the combination of dry and coastal vegetation zone. The island 
is home to enormous prickly pear cactus and the endemic succulent sesuvian. 
These succulents with almond‑shaped leaves are green during the rainy season 
December ‑ May. Then become red during the dry season giving the island an 
unusual appearance. South Plaza has one of the largest populations of land iguanas 
in the Galapagos. The iguanas seem to be everywhere once you land. These larger 

trip dates
Every Friday

important notes
H - High Season

IT1 - Tower itinerary
IT2 - Fernandina itinerary

fast facts
Countries Visited:

Ecuador
Visas:

Please check visa requirements with 
your reservations consultant*

Vaccinations:
Please consult a travel vaccination 

specialist for up to date information
Private Groups:

Private group options are 
available for this trip*

Singles:
A single supplement is available for this trip*

Leader:
Expert local leader

Advice for people with limited mobility
This trip is not suitable for people 

with limited mobility.
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than average yellow‑brown land iguanas feed on the fruit and pads of the prickly 
pear cactus. South Plaza is also home to marine iguanas living along the coast and 
a hybrid iguana whose fathers are marine iguanas and mothers are land iguanas. As 
the walk continues along the sea cliffs Swallow‑tailed gulls, Frigate birds, Audubon 
shearwaters, Red‑billed tropicbirds, Brown pelicans, Blue‑footed and Masked boobies 
are frequently seen. Beneath along the shore a colony of bachelor sea lions can be 
seen. Snorkeling in these waters can provide some excellent views of the marine 
life including sea turtles, sharks, yellow mullets, and other fish. Highlights are: land 
iguanas, nesting swallow tail gulls and snorkeling with friendly sea lions. It is a flat 
trail with high cliffs be careful not to get too close to cliff’s edge. Note: keep your 
eyes out for one of the hybrid iguanas on the island.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 3  SAN CRISTOBAL: Witch Hill, Kicker Rock and Interpretation Center
San Cristobal or Chatham the eastern most Island of Galapagos is also one of the 
oldest. Eroded volcanic peaks in the northern part of the island and rich vegetation 
in the southern portion characterize the island. This morning we visit Witch Hill. 
Located on the northern coast, this eroded hill and its surroundings present one of 
the most picturesque beaches in the Galapagos with its white powdery sand and the 
abundance of animals. Wildlife includes sea turtles, rays, and various types of Booby 
Birds. The clear water provides an excellent opportunity for enjoying swimming 
and snorkeling. Highlights: Beautiful rock formations, sea lions, shore birds, finches 
and mockingbirds; snorkeling: nice tropical fish, anemones, sponge coral. Activities: 
Hike, dinghy ride, snorkeling & kayaking. This afternoon we explore Kicker Rock. 
This striking rock formation is located a couple hours off the western shore of San 
Cristobal. Jutting out of the water, the rocks stand vertically at hundreds of feet above 
the ocean divided by a small channel. Although there are no landing areas, kayaking 
and scuba diving allow visitors to spot a variety of marine life. Highlights: Great 
snorkeling: sharks, tropical fish, turtles, manta rays (occ.), hammerhead sharks, 
spectacular rock formations and sea birds: Blue‑footed Boobies, Nazca Boobies & 
Frigate birds. Activities: Snorkeling & dinghy ride (no landing). Today we also make 
our way to El Junco or Tijeretas Hill. The Junco lagoon, located about 700m above sea 
level, is one of the few permanent freshwater bodies in Galapagos. Frigate birds are 
often seen here washing the salt from their feathers as well as white‑cheeked pintails 
and common gallinules. Its name comes from a type of plant that is common in this 
area called “junco”. Tijeretas hill provides visitors with an impressive view of the bay 
from one side and the town from the other. The area is also great for observing both 
the Magnificent and Great Frigatebirds and a diverse array of flora. The site also 
offers safe snorkeling and swimming.
Later today we visit the Interpretation Center, which was opened in 1998 as a phase 
of the project “Interpretation and Environment Education Project.” Visitors enjoy 
expositions on natural history, human history, and conservation. The conservation 
efforts represent the movement to protect the wildlife and natural environment 
through means of population and tourist control. The Interpretation Center has an 
outdoor stadium, audio‑visual equipment, and meeting rooms.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 4  ESPAÑOLA: Gardner Bay and Punta Suarez
Morning: GARDNER BAY ‑ It is located on the northeastern portion of the island 
offers a magnificent long, white sandy beach, where colonies of sea lions laze in 
the sun, sea turtles swim offshore, and inquisitive mockingbirds boldly investigate. 
The beach considered an open area where you are free to explore. Snorkeling at 
Gardner Bay is fantastic. This is often your first chance to swim with the Sea Lions 

thoughtful travel
The natural environments that you’ll 

travel through are fragile; the cultures 
and traditions precious and often the 

communities we pass through are reliant 
on tourism. It is our responsibility as visitors 

to minimise the impact of our presence, 
protect what is precious and where we can 

leave a positive impact. Learn how you can 
do this by downloading the Thoughtful 

Traveller booklet from our website.

trip grading 
Discovery and Cruising

This trip is graded as discovery and cruising. 
Although there is no commitment to extended 

walking on this journey we nonetheless 
want to keep the ‘accent on the active’. We 
therefore advise that any physical training 
you complete before undertaking the trip 

will be to good effect. Although the day 
walks are gentle, the fitter you are the 

more this will enhance your experience.

adventure travel
By its very nature adventure travel involves 

an element of the unexpected. In remote 
and developing countries do not expect 

standards you are used to at home. Remote 
areas are sometimes unpredictable and 

itineraries may be altered. To get the most 
out of your adventure it is important that 

you are flexible, positive and eager to take 
on all the challenges that arise. If you 

are uncertain about your suitability for 
this trip we recommend that you speak 

with your consultant or travel agent.



galapagos islands 
on beluga

Cruise the magical Galapagos Islands aboard the deluxe Beluga

5 – © 2020 World Expeditions Travel Group ‑ Heike Krumm 1/30/2020 5:08:00 PM

and this is an opportunity not to be missed. Further out towards Tortuga Rock and 
Gardner Island schools of large colorful tropical fish including yellow tailed surgeon 
fish, king angelfish and bump‑head parrot fish swim along with an occasional manta 
ray gliding by and white‑tipped sharks napping on the bottom. Highlights: open 
area, sea lion colonies, most inquisitive mockingbirds in Galapagos. Enjoy the long 
powdery white sand beach; bring plenty of water and sunscreen. Please be cautious 
not to disturb sea turtle nests.
Afternoon: PUNTA SUAREZ ‑ Found on the western tip of Española, Punta Suarez 
offers great wildlife such as sea lions, sea birds and the largest marine iguanas of 
Galapagos. This is one of the best sites in the Galapagos. The amount of wildlife is 
overwhelming. Along the beach there are many sea lions and large, colorful lava 
lizards and marine iguanas. As you follow the trail to the cliff’s edge masked boobies 
can be found nesting among the rock formations. After a short walk down to a beach 
and back up the other side blue‑footed boobies are seen nesting just off the trail. 
The Galapagos Dove and very friendly Hood Mockingbird are commonly found in 
this area. The nearby bushes are frequently home to the large‑cactus finch, warbler 
finch, small‑ground finch and large‑billed flycatcher. Continuing down the trail you 
come to the only place where waved albatross nest in the islands. Some 12,000 
pairs nest on Española each year. The feeling is very dramatic and it seems like a 
desolate wilderness as the waves crash on the jagged cliffs below and the blowhole 
shoots water 50‑70 feet/15‑30 meters into the air. The sky above is full of sea birds 
including red‑billed tropicbirds, American Oystercatchers, swallow‑tailed gulls, and 
Audubon’s Shearwaters. Highlights: mating or nesting albatross, marine iguanas, 
and blue footed boobies, Galapagos Hawk sightings. The rocky, uneven trail can be 
one of the more difficult in the islands. Notes: bring water, good hiking shoes, be 
careful not to walk off trail and disturb nests.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 5  SANTA CRUZ: Charles Darwin Station and Highlands
This morning we visit the Charles Darwin Research Station which is the working 
Galapagos based branch of the international non‑profit Charles Darwin Foundation. 
Visitors learn about natural history, issues concerning the islands, and see the 
tortoise breeding and rearing project at work. The Darwin Station primarily a 
scientific operation conducts research and assists other researches within the 
Galapagos National Park and Galapagos Marine Reserve. The information from 
this research is given to the Galapagos National Park Service and the Ecuadorian 
Government to better protect and maintain this precious area. The information is 
also published in scientific journals, reports, and interpretive displays for visitors 
and becomes part of the environmental education process. The Darwin Station 
also works providing environmental education to communities and schools within 
the islands, and to tourists visiting the Galapagos Islands. The Darwin Station has 
developed the curriculum for Galapagos Guides including the study of the Island’s 
natural history, conservation and preservation of the islands. Santa Cruz possesses 
all of the various life zones present in the archipelago. As you travel through these 
zones birders are enchanted. Whether it’s the bright red feathers of a vermillion 
flycatcher or one of Darwin’s Finch almost every bird present in the islands can be 
found here. Santa Cruz offers excellent opportunities for viewing wild Galapagos 
Tortoises. As you walk through the forest, listen carefully for the sound of heavy foot 
steps and the sound of shrubs being slowly crushed as the tortoises make their way 
through the brush to enjoy a meal. Tracking tortoises is not the only exciting activity 

important note
These trip notes represent the most current 

information for this itinerary, and may 
supersede any information in the current 
brochure, including but not limited to the 

itinerary and price. The itinerary should 
be seen as a guide only. This itinerary 

may change at any time due to inclement 
weather, forces of nature and other 
circumstances beyond our control.
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to be found in the highlands. There are also plenty of lava tubes, sinkholes and craters 
to explore. Theses eerie formations offer a fascinating hike into the belly of the island 
to view its volcanic make‑up.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 6  SOMBRERO CHINO and JAMES: Sullivan Bay
Sombrero Chino, Chinese hat is a tiny Island just off the southeastern tip of Santiago 
Island is less than a quarter of 1 sq km in size. It is a fairly recent volcanic cone, which 
accounts for its descriptive name, it has the shape of a down‑facing Chinese hat. The 
hat shape is best appreciated from the northside. Opposite Sombrero Chino, on the 
rocky shoreline of nearby Santiago, Galapagos penguins are often seen. This is a wet 
landing and there is a small sea lion cove on the north shore, where boats anchor and 
land at the visitor site. A 400 meter trail goes around the cove and through a sea lion 
colony ‑ marine iguanas cover the landscape. The volcanic scenery is attractive, and 
there are good views of the cone. There are snorkeling and swimming opportunities in 
the cove. The Sullivan Bay lava field is a variety of interesting patterns. The shapes and 
textures of trees, which once existed there and hornitos caused when pockets of gas 
or water trapped under the lava exploded. The Sullivan Bay lava is known a panoehoe 
(Hawaiian for rope). This thin‑skinned lava’s molten material cools down after an 
eruption causing the surface materials to buckle creating a rope like appearance. 
Panoehoe lava is rare to the rest of the world, but is common to the volcanoes of Hawaii 
and the Galapagos Islands. The walk takes approximately an hour to an hour and a 
half. Returning to the shoreline black and white oystercatchers can be seen fishing for 
crabs and mollusks in the tide pools.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 7  TOWER: Prince Phillips Steps and Darwin Bay
Located in the northeast part of Galapagos, this relatively small island is a low‑lying 
volcano rising just above the ocean surface. Tower attracts an enormous number 
of pelagic seabirds that come there to nest. Great frigate birds, red‑footed boobies, 
swallow‑tailed gulls and storm petrels all breed here by the thousands. Located on the 
eastern side of Darwin’s Bay visiting Prince Phillips Steps begins with a scenic panga 
ride along the rocky cliff ledges. The ride permits an outstanding vantage point to 
view the island’s many shore birds; red‑billed tropicbirds navigating their way into the 
small crevasses that harbor their nests, red‑footed boobies perch in the Palo Santo 
trees, while Frigate birds fly endlessly searching for food. The climb up the stairs is 
fairly easy for those with good balance, and a handrail helps make the journey more 
manageable. At the top of the steps the trail becomes relatively flat and bird life 
abounds. Masked boobies and blue‑footed boobies nest in the rocks and on the ground 
while great Frigate birds, magnificent Frigate birds and red‑footed boobies nest in 
the trees and bushes. Depending on the time of year it is possible to see thousands 
of birds nesting on Tower. Galapagos Doves and the Tower species of the Galapagos 
Mockingbird are frequently seen. Four types of Darwin´s finches visible from this site 
including the sharp‑beaked ground finch, large cactus finch and the warbler finch and 
the Tower version of the large ground finch with its heavy bill. At the end of forest the 
trail reaches a lava field at the west end of the island. Here buzzing over the lava are 
thousands of small storm petrels looking for the crevice they make their home. Short‑
eared owls fly over the lava hunting their favorite meal, storm petrel eggs. At the end of 
trail near the cliffs visitors are treated to even more birds. Red‑billed tropicbirds, blue‑
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footed boobies, Audubon’s shearwaters, Noddy terns, red‑footed boobies, Frigate birds 
and masked boobies fill the air. Highlights: incredible birding opportunities; the trail 
can be difficult please 
bring water and good hiking shoes. This afternoon we have a wet landing at Darwin 
Bay. Once ashore the number of birds seems overwhelming, Nazca boobies soar 
overhead; great Frigate birds display their pouches while resting on the nearby rocks 
and plants, mockingbirds scamper quickly across the sand. It’s easy to see why Darwin 
Bay is a favorite of birders. Beyond the beach a series of tide pools carved out of black 
volcanic rock offer wandering tattlers, lava gulls and turnstones a place to fish. Yellow‑
crowned, black‑crowned and lava herons and White and yellow warblers have also 
been seen in the area. The trail follows the coast through the salt bush and mangrove 
nesting area of the great Frigate birds and red‑footed boobies. Unlike the masked and 
blue‑footed boobies who nest on the ground, the Red‑Footed Boobies can be seen 
nesting in trees between September and July. Boobies and frigates share an adversarial 
relationship. They nest in the same areas. Boobies frequently destroy the Frigate bird 
nests, while Frigate birds feed on booby eggs. Continuing on the trail, visitors climb 
gradually to the edge of the cliff seeing red‑foots nesting in the mangrove trees below. 
Bird watching from the trail includes sightings of sharp‑beaked finch, large cactus 
finches, large ground finches, Galapagos doves and swallow‑tailed gulls. Reaching 
the end the trail at the cliff’s edge offers an incredible view of the island and the many 
birds living there. Highlights: incredible birding opportunities. During high tide the 
trail may be covered by water, thus you may want to bring tevas (water shoes) or aqua 
socks with you.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 8  Cruise concludes, fly to Quito/Guayquil
On your final day we make our way from Black Turtle Cove to Santa Cruz Island. 
Located on the north shore of Santa Cruz, is a living illustration of how mangroves alter 
the marine environment to create a rich and unique habitat. Three‑mangrove species 
crowd the area from the shore out into the lagoon, which reaches almost a mile inland. 
As we drift though the quite waters in our panga, we are likely to see spotted eagle 
rays and diamond shaped mustard rays, which swim in a diamond formation. White‑
tipped reef sharks slip beneath the boat and Pacific green sea turtles come to the 
surface for air and to mate. Waterfowl, including pelicans, herons and egret, all feed in 
the cove. This is a peaceful place that will leave you feeling that way. We head back to 
the airport at Baltra for your flight back to Quito or Guayaquil on the mainland. Upon 
arrival on the mainland your trip concludes.
meals: B

This itinerary is subject to change with any change in Community regulations as well as Governmental changes and natural circumstances beyond our control.

itinerary at a glance – FERNANDINA Itinerary (2)
DAY 1  FLY TO GALAPAGOS FROM QUITO/GUAYAQUIL, CHARLES DARWIN STATION AND 

COMMENCE CRUISE
DAY 2  FLOREANA: PUNTA CORMORANT AND POST OFFICE BAY
DAY 3  ISABELA: SIERRA NEGRA AND PUERTO VILLAMIL
DAY 4  ISABELA: PUNTA MORENO AND ELIZABETH BAY
DAY 5  ISABELA: URBINA BAY - TAGUS COVE
DAY 6  FERNANDINA: PUNTA ESPINOZA & ISABELA: PUNTA VICENTE ROCA
DAY 7  JAMES ISLAND: PUERTO EGAS AND BARTOLOME
DAY 8  CRUISE CONCLUDES, FLY TO QUITO/GUAYQUIL
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detailed itinerary: FERNANDINA Itinerary (2)
DAY 1  Fly to Galapagos from Quito/Guayaquil, Charles Darwin Station and commence 

cruise
You can commence your itinerary in the city of Quito*, located in the highlands of 
Ecuador just south of the equator or alternatively you may chose to commence from 
Guayaquil, the largest city in Ecuador located on the banks of the Guayas River. From 
your starting city you fly to the Baltra airport in the Galapagos Islands. You will then 
be met upon arrival and visit the Charles Darwin Research Station which is the working 
Galapagos based branch of the international non‑profit Charles Darwin Foundation. 
Visitors learn about natural history, issues concerning the islands, and see the tortoise 
breeding and rearing project at work. Transfer to your boat to commence your cruise 
after a full day visit of Santa Cruz Island.
*For anyone travelling to the Galapagos Islands we recommend you arrive in Quito or 
Guayaquil at least one day before your scheduled cruise in case there are flight delays 
or cancelations. We strongly recommend that you do not book flights out of Quito or 
Guayaquil for the same day your cruise finishes.
meals: L,D

DAY 2  Floreana: Punta Cormorant and Post Office Bay
NOTE: Itineraries are flexible and are subject to change according to weather, local 
conditions and circumstances beyond our control. You will follow one of two itineraries 
however please note they should be used as a guide only. These are offered on 
alternate weeks, your consultant will advise which itinerary is scheduled to operate on 
your desired date. The first itinerary (shown here) is the Fernandina itinerary.
Located approximately 4 to 5 hours west of Española and equal distance south of 
Santa Cruz, Floreana has long been a favorite site of visitors including pirates, whalers 
and early settlers. We visit a Flamingo Lagoon where other species of shore birds may 
also be seen. It is a wet landing and highlights are: flamingo lagoon, Darwin Finch 
and Flour Beach. Note: please take caution not to disturb sea turtle nests. Swimming 
is not permitted at Flour Beach due to sting rays that frequent the area. We have a 
wet landing at Post Office Bay, where you may leave letters like whalers did in the 
18th century in a wooden barrel mailbox. Notes: make sure to bring post cards to 
send to friends and family postage free. Next we go snorkeling at Devil’s Crown, a 
submerged volcanic cone. Located just off Punta Cormorant this is the best snorkeling 
in the Galapagos! To see the crown you need to go underwater, an almost completely 
submerged volcano, which erosion has transformed the cone into a series of jagged 
peaks creating the “Devil’s Crown”. The remains of the volcano create a haven for 
seabirds such as boobies, pelicans and frigates. Red‑billed tropical birds can be seen 
nesting in the crevices. The highlight of the visit is snorkeling in the center of the crater. 
You will play with sea lions, while swimming with schools of colorful king angel fish, 
balloon fish, hawk fish, scrawled filefish, yellowtail grunts, tiger snake eels, white‑
tipped sharks, eagle rays, amberjacks, wrasses, hammerhead sharks, and sea turtles. 
No landings are permitted here, this is a snorkel and dive site only. Highlights are: 
snorkeling inside cone with a variety of colorful fish; currents may be strong and large 
sharks may be present.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 3  ISABELA: Sierra Negra and Puerto Villamil
Morning: VOLCAN SIERRA NEGRA 
Located in the southern part of Isabela between the volcanoes Alcedo and Cerro Azul. 
Sierra Negra’s caldera at 6 miles x 5 miles is the largest in the Galapagos and the 
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second largest in the world. The journey up to the crater begins at Puerto Villamil. From 
the town of Villamil you follow the road to the small town of Santo Tomas. The trip 
takes between 3 ‑ 5 hours. The landscape along the way is quite lovely. Once on top 
there are a series of fumaroles inside small craters. The view during the “rainy season” 
is quiet spectacular. 
Afternoon: PUERTO VILLAMIL 
This port is home to many native Galapagenians and home to many important visitor 
sites. The port is surrounded by extensive, white sandy beaches with lagoons and 
wetlands on its borders. A great place to absorb history and culture, the town also 
provides shopping opportunities. Highlights are: Beautiful white sandy beach, marine 
iguanas, giant mangroves, small land tortoises, Shore Birds, Blue‑footed Boobies, 
Tintoreras, giant tortoise. Activities include snorkeling and hiking.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 4  ISABELA: Punta Moreno and Elizabeth Bay
Morning: PUNTA MORENO
It is located near Elizabeth Bay on the west coast of Isabela Island. The plethora of 
birds seen during a dinghy ride along the striking rocky shores or a hike along path 
through lava rock leading to tide pools and mangroves create a birdwatcher’s delight. 
In the tide pools green sea turtles or white‑tip sharks can be spotted. The main 
attractions areL Blackish water lagoons, Flamingos and White cheeked pintail ducks. 
Highlights include: Flamingoes, gallinules, Pintail ducks, turtles, white tipped reef 
sharks. 
Afternoon: ELIZABETH BAY 
Elizabeth Bay is located on the east coast of Isabela Island. The bay contains many 
islets, which can be visited by dinghy. Penguins and Blue‑footed Boobies can be 
spotted on the rocky islets. With an abundance of marine life and clear water, the area 
is perfect for snorkeling and viewing schools of colorful fish, sea lions, and perhaps 
even sharks. Highlights are: mangrove forest (unique in Galapagos), sea turtles, 
penguins, rays, herons and sea lions. Activity: Two‑hour dinghy ride.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 5  ISABELA: Urbina Bay - Tagus Cove
Morning: URBINA BAY 
Lying at the foot of Alcedo Volcano, south of Tagus Cove, is Urbina Bay (Urbina Bay) 
one of the best and the most recent example of geological uplift in the Galapagos. Here 
you can see Penguins, Noddy terns, Marine Iguanas and Historic graffiti.
Afternoon: TAGUS COVE 
Lying directly east of Fernandina on the west coast approximately 2/3’s of the way 
up Isabela is the narrow channel of Tagus Cove. The coves quiet waters make for an 
ideal panga ride beneath its sheltered cliffs, where blue‑fitted boobies, brown noddies, 
pelicans and noddy terns make their nests, and flightless cormorants and penguins 
inhabit the lava ledges.
meals: B,L,D
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DAY 6  FERNANDINA: Punta Espinoza & ISABELA: Punta Vicente Roca
The youngest of the Galapagos Islands, Fernandina is approximately 700,000 years 
old. It’s location to the west and on the far side of Isabela makes it one of the least 
visited islands. 
Morning: PUNTA ESPINOZA (FERNANDINA ISLAND).
Flightless Cormorant, Pelicans, Sea Lions, Sally Light Foot Crabs and an abundance of 
Marine Iguanas can be seen along the shores of one of world´s most active volcanoes. 
This is the youngest of the islands with the most active volcano there is plenty of lava 
and few plants. Note: this is the only island to never have introduced animals. Visitors 
should be careful to remain on the trail at all times and not to introduce any new 
species.
Afternoon: PUNTA VICENTE ROCA
Punta Vicente Roca is a wonderful snorkeling site, where you can usually see turtles 
as well as all kinds of fish. After the snorkeling you will go on a panga ride, which will 
give you the opportunity to study some of the Galapagos’ spectacular geological rock 
formations. Nazca boobies, pelicans, swallow‑tailed gulls, marine iguanas, flightless 
cormorants and penguins are often seen in the area.
meals: B,L,D

DAY 7  JAMES ISLAND: Puerto Egas and BARTOLOME
Also known as James and San Salvador, the central location and numerous landing 
sites make Santiago a part of almost every Galapagos itinerary. This morning we 
are at Puerto Egas. Here you will see Galapagos Fur Seals in pools cut into lava cliffs 
and there is a good chance of spotting the Galapagos Hawk, the Galapagos Dove 
and Vermilion Flycatcher. Tucked behind Espumilla Beach are salt water lagoons 
where Flamingos and White Cheeked Pintail Ducks may be seen. This afternoon we 
enjoy Bartolome Island, which begins with a rock and concrete pathway. The walk 
continues through volcanic sand, which can be slow to cross. Once through the sand 
the steep ascent continues up a wooden stairway. From landing to top the walk takes 
approximately 30 to 40 minutes. Nowhere else is the geological history of the Islands 
better portrayed than here. The most impressive volcanic scenery. It is a dry landing 
and highlights include: view of Pinnacle Rock and panoramic view of other islands, 
excellent photographic opportunity. It is a steep trail with wooden steps. Note: bring 
water, good hiking shoes and a windbreaker. Take your time going up the steps. The 
view is well worth the walk!
meals: B,L,D

DAY 8  Cruise concludes, fly to Quito/Guayquil
On your final day we make our way from North Seymour to Baltra. The largest colony 
of Magnificent Frigate birds is found here, as well as nesting Blue footed Boobies and 
Swallow Tailed Gulls. We head back to the airport at Baltra for your flight back to Quito 
or Guayaquil on the mainland. Upon arrival on the mainland your trip concludes.
meals: B

This itinerary is subject to change with any change in Community regulations as well as Governmental changes and natural circumstances beyond our control. 

boat cruise
Embark upon our very spacious and comfortable “Superior Category First Class motor yacht”. 
With panoramic windows in the salon and great deck space, Beluga is a fantastic way to cruise the 
islands in speed and style.
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Equipped with the most modern safety and mechanical equipment, Beluga accommodates 16 
passengers in 8 double cabins; one of these has an additional berth which becomes a triple room 
which is suitable for families. Each cabin has their own private bathroom equipped with hot & 
cold water showers, each cabin also has its own security safe. Beluga is fully air‑conditioned, 
has spacious social areas with all the comforts and facilities of a superior first class motor yacht: 
panoramic windows in the salon / dining area, and a large sundeck for relaxing, sightseeing or 
sunbathing. 
Enjoy your time on board in the spacious sundeck or relax in the shade of the top deck while 
cruising between the islands. Beluga’s friendly and professional crew will make sure to fulfill your 
every need throughout your journey.
The Beluga is outfitted exclusively for the Galapagos Islands and has been awarded the Smart 
Voyager certification for adhering to conservation standards. Beluga also complies with all 
international maritime regulations and is SOLAS certified.
Technical Specifications : Type: Motor Vessel, Steel hull, originally built in 1968 in Hamburg, 
Germany. Rebuilt in 1994 in Florida. Category: Superior First Class Capacity: 16 passengers 
Length: 110 ft. Beam: 23 ft. Speed: 12 knots cruising. Engines: Twin Scania engines model DI12M 
ecologically friendly. Mechanical Equipment: 3 generators: 1 Nissan 110 KW, 1 Perkins 60 kW and 
1 Perkins 40 kW all for 110 and 220 A.C. 60 cycles. 2 reverse osmosis water makers with capacity 
for 400 gallons / day each, auto pilot system, sewage treatment plant. Flat screen TV with VHS 
video system. Freezer and refrigeration. Fully air conditioned. Safety Equipment: Marine radios, 
depth sounder up to 2000 mts., 48 mile radar, G.P.S., satellite tracking device, 2 tenders with 
outboards. 2 tenman inflatable rubber rafts in fiberglass capsule, flotation rings, basic first aid kits.
Crew: Captain, multilingual naturalist guide, cook, 2 engineers, barman and 4 sailors. All crew are 
fully trained and certified.

suggested extensions
Ecuador Experience

country information
Ecuador has a population of close to 14 million people. It is made up of pure‑blooded Indians 
(approx 40%) whose forebears were the Incas and speak Quechua. Over time, these people have 
developed sub‑groups according to their locality and with it, their own language and culture. The 
balance of the population is basically made up of Mestizos ‑ a mixture of Spanish and Indian stock, 
many of whom live in urban/city areas. Approximately half the population lives in the coastal 
areas and Galapagos, and the other half in the highlands. Ecuador has an area of 283,520 square 
kms (a little larger than the state of Victoria) and is situated on the Equator on the Pacific coast of 
South America. Its capital, Quito, at 2850 metres, is located in the highlands and makes an ideal 
base for our trip. With a population of 1.8 million, it is a city rich in history with well‑preserved 
colonial architecture in the old part of town, and modern developments in the new area. Guayaquil 
is an important port city for the country, with a population similar to that of Quito. The country’s 
main exports are oil, bananas, shrimp and various agricultural products. Official languages are 
Spanish and Quechua. The form of government is a republic that is democratically elected, headed 
by a president. Geographically, Ecuador is extremely varied but can be divided into three distinct 
regions which each have a dry and a wet season. The coastal lowlands and Galapagos Islands are 
basically warm and tropical. To the east is the tropical rainforest of the upper Amazon basin known 
as the Oriente. It is however, the Central Highland region, with high mountains and fertile valleys 
that is of greatest interest to us on our visit. Much of the population is located in this region, as well 
the snowcapped volcanoes that run in the form of a ladder down the length of the country. The 
eastern and western cordilleras (mountain ranges) contain a total of thirty volcanoes of varying 
seismic activity and size. The valleys in between provide access to our climbs and treks as well as a 
cultural insight into the various indigenous groups throughout the country.
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climate
Ecuador has an amazing variation in weather and seasons and is unpredictable; largely as a 
result of its tropical and coastal location, and geographic diversity. Galapagos temperatures and 
weather patterns are very variable and cannot be easily forecast. The coolest season is from June 
to November. The wet season from November to February brings rain, high temperatures and 
humidity. March to May brings moderate temperatures and mainly clear skies. Temperatures are 
generally mild to hot.

a typical day
This volcanic archipelago consists of 13 major and 6 minor islands plus 42 islets, which all 
possess an untamed beauty and enchantment giving the impression that you are on another 
planet. Rising from the floor of the Pacific Ocean up to 1,700 metres, the islands are a naturalist’s 
paradise, with more than 875 species or varieties of plants and a fish population of 289 species 
from 88 families, many of them unique to the area. You are able to enjoy swimming with 
Galapagos fur seals, and revel in the sights of breeding colonies of sea lions, land and marine 
iguanas, lava lizards, penguins (the most northerly in the world), pelicans and flamingos. There 
are just 8 different land mammals but due to the isolation of the islands and the lack of hunting 
and predatory animals these few are unafraid of man. Birdwatchers get a special treat in being 
able to see at remarkably close range up to 89 species of birds. We also see Swallow tailed gulls, 
blue & red footed boobies, frigate birds, Darwin’s finches, warblers, mockingbirds, flycatchers 
and the strange flightless cormorant. Every day we are woken early for breakfast on board before 
taking the dinghy to walk along the beaches or onto the well marked trails on the islands. We 
are accompanied at all times by our onboard naturalist guides who also give us comprehensive 
lectures and debriefings after each day’s cruise and island visits. Distances between the islands 
vary greatly. Some days we could be motoring for no more than 2 hours whereas on other days 
we will cover greater distances and 5 or 6 hours of cruising (sometimes at night ‑ depending on sea 
conditions). The itineraries are designed to make maximum use of the generally smaller vessels 
we use and therefore the advantage of a shallow draught and the greater accessibility this allows 
to some of the smaller islands and coves.
Our yachts anchor off shore at two sites per day. The sailors ferry our passengers to the landing 
sites in “pangas” (local expression for dinghy). These landings are either “wet” or “dry”. At wet 
landings you will step from the panga into the water and wade to shore. The guide and sailor 
are there to assist you at all landings. Once on shore, you will follow marked trails set up by the 
National Park. Your guide will lead these excursions, interpreting and explaining the natural 
history as you walk along. The shore visits are done at a leisurely pace, allowing plenty of time 
to enjoy and photograph the amazing wildlife and scenery. You will spend 2 to 4 hours at each 
site. There is often an opportunity to swim and snorkel after the morning visit and sometimes 
before the afternoon excursion. Our detailed pre departure information, provided on booking, will 
help you to prepare for your trip and includes a list of clothing and equipment suitable for the 
conditions you’ll encounter.

dietary requirements
Provided we are advised in advance of your departure we are able to cater for vegetarian diets 
and can assist with medically recommended diets (allergies and intolerances). Please ensure 
you discuss your requirements with us well in advance (at least 1 month prior to your trip) to 
determine whether we can cater to such dietary requirements on your chosen adventure. Please 
note that options are likely to be limited in very remote locations or alternatives may be more 
expensive or unavailable. There may be times when those with special requirements may need 
to provide their own food. We are unable to guarantee a peanut‑free or allergen‑free trip, and 
therefore, we strongly encourage that travellers with life‑threatening or severe allergies take all 
necessary medical precautions to prepare for the possibility of exposure. Passengers must travel 
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with all necessary medications for food allergies and be capable of self‑administering these 
medications.

accommodation on the trip

The Beluga has 8 double cabins (5 cabins on the lower deck, 2 main deck cabins and 1 cabin on 
the upper deck). Each cabin has its own private bathroom and is equipped with hot and cold water 
showers.

what you carry
In your daypack you will need to carry personal items you might need during day (i.e. a 
rainjacket, water bottle, camera gear, valuables and personal items such as sunscreen, lip‑eze etc).

equipment required
Specialist gear required includes walking boots and day pack (a comprehensive gear list is 
provided in the pre‑departure information provided on booking).

protecting the environment
Beluga has just been awarded a “Smart Voyager Certification” (a sustainable tourism certification 
program in the Galapagos Islands) as a result of their commitment to environmental care and high 
conservation standards.

non exclusive trips
This itinerary is not exclusive to World Expeditions. Whilst in the Galapagos you will be 
accompanied by local expert naturalist guides who may conduct the tour in English and other 
languages. You may be with other people from other operators worldwide in a group.

wildlife
This volcanic archipelago consists of 13 major and 6 minor islands plus 42 islets, which all 
possess an untamed beauty and enchantment giving the impression that you are on another 
planet. Rising from the floor of the Pacific Ocean up to 1,700 metres, the islands are a naturalist’s 
paradise, with more than 875 species or varieties of plants and a fish population of 289 species 
from 88 families, many of them unique to the area. You are able to enjoy swimming with 
Galapagos fur seals, and revel in the sights of breeding colonies of sea lions, land and marine 
iguanas, lava lizards, penguins (the most northerly in the world), pelicans and flamingos. There 
are just 8 different land mammals but due to the isolation of the islands and the lack of hunting 
and predatory animals these few are unafraid of man. Birdwatchers get a special treat in being 
able to see at remarkably close range up to 89 species of birds. We also see Swallow tailed gulls, 
blue & red footed boobies, frigate birds, Darwin’s finches, warblers, mockingbirds flycatchers and 
the strange flightless cormorant.

vehicles & safety
During the course of your trip, we will use a variety of vehicles, all of which are fit for purpose and 
the conditions encountered. It should be noted that laws governing transportation safety may 
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differ from those in your home country and whilst wherever possible, vehicles with seatbelts are 
provided, on occasion some vehicles may not have seat belts fitted.

visas
A visa is exempt for passport holders from the following countries visiting Ecuador for short term 
tourism purposes:‑
Australia
New Zealand
Canada
United States
United Kingdom
If you are travelling via any other countries en‑route to Ecuador please ask your reservations 
consultant/travel agent about any other necessary visa requirements.
All other nationalities should check with your nearest embassy or consulate.
Please bear in mind that visas may be required for countries you are visiting en route or transiting 
through on the way to your destination. It is important that you check the requirements of all 
countries you will visit. Visa costs and requirements do change regularly so we suggest you check 
with your travel agent or World Expeditions reservations consultant. It is your responsibility to 
obtain all necessary visas.

info nights
World Expeditions invites you to attend our inspiring adventure travel information nights. These 
special evenings are designed to inform and entertain and are hosted by our most experienced 
and passionate adventure travellers and mountaineers. Ask our staff for a info night schedule 
or register on our website ‑ www.worldexpeditions.com. Shows can fill early so it is important to 
register your attendance so we know to save a seat, or two.

private groups
The adventures featured in our brochures, and on our website, are just a starting point for many 
of our private group travellers. Working closely with our Groups Department we can organise 
custom designed itineraries for groups of friends, clubs, charity’s, schools or even work colleagues. 
Our team will assist you with all aspects of your private group adventure from itinerary design to 
group flights. Contact our team today.

subscribe to our e-newsletter
Never miss an amazing deal, inspirational speaker tour or exciting new trips and cutting edge 
adventure news. Head to our website to subscribe to our regular e‑newsletter.

social networking
Connect with us on social
FACEBOOK: @worldexpeditions
Like our page at facebook.com/worldexpeditions
INSTAGRAM: @worldexpeditions 
Follow us at instagram.com/worldexpeditions
YOUTUBE: World Expeditions
Subscribe to our channel at youtube.com/worldexpeditions
Share the love
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Use the hashtag #WorldExpeditions on your best travel photos and videos to be featured.

trip availability
If this trip seems right for you then we encourage you to call us now to check availability. There 
are many reasons why you may not be able to join your desired departure and limited space 
on our small group departures is just one of them. Many of our adventures require us to secure 
services on your behalf; such as trekking permits, train travel and visa invitation letters. The 
demand is increasing each year making it difficult to join a trip last minute. To ensure we can assist 
you onto your adventure of a lifetime we ask that you check your trip availability with our team at 
your earliest convenience.

how to book
To book a World Expeditions trip, you will need to complete a booking form and pay a non 
refundable deposit which you can do by using our online booking function for most trips, or if you 
prefer, download a booking form from the website and return to us by fax, or mail your booking 
form and deposit to your nearest World Expeditions office or travel agent. We can also help you 
with any additional arrangements that you require, such as competitive airfares to get you to your 
destination, stopovers, pre or post trip accommodation or any additional tours that you wish to 
take in conjunction with the main World Expeditions trip.
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