
TRIP NAME:  BLUE DANUBE CYCLE

TRIP CODE:  DBC

TRIP DURATION:  8 DAYS

GRADE:  INTRODUCTORY TO MODERATE ‑ 2 

ACTIVITY:  SELF GUIDED CYCLE

ACCOMMODATION:  7 NIGHTS HOTELS

Passau Bratislava
Linz

Melk
Vienna

Austria Hungary

Czech Rep.

Slovenia

DATE DETAILS:  DAILY FROM 4 APR TO 17 OCT

highlights
  Cycling along the Danube bike path
  Exploring the three river town of Passau and the majestic city of Vienna
  Experiencing the timelessness of the river landscape
  The abbey at Melk and the Danube loop
  The romantic Wachau Valley

the trip
Follow the winding route of the Danube and discover the lively history of one of Europe’s most 
important rivers. Cycle past Austrian castles, Benedictine monasteries and ancestral vineyards en 
route to Vienna. From Germany, follow the Danube eastward into Austria, across the fertile plains 
of the Wachau Valley, where vineyards climb the slopes to imposing medieval monasteries perched 
atop hills between Melk and Krems. Wind past castle ruins and apricot orchards before reaching 
the capital of Austria, where you can take in a performance of the “Blue Danube” waltz, the melody 
that evokes Vienna the world over. 

A UTracks active holiday is all about exploring Europe your way. It’s about walking or cycling the 
incredible trails of Europe and becoming completing immersed in your travel experience. Since we 
began in 2006, UTracks has been the leader in active European holidays. Our itineraries have 

always been creative, rewarding, and very affordable. With over 450 
active trips across the continent, UTracks offers unique opportunities 
to discover an untrodden Europe that spans postcard‑perfect 
landscapes, centuries‑old cultures, rural lifestyles and tempting 

gastronomic delights. You can choose to set your own pace on a flexible self guided journey or enjoy 
the benefits of an experienced local guide on a small group tour. We cater to all fitness abilities 
with our honest graded system that defines our trips from introductory to challenging. Plus we offer 
exceptional value with many inclusions on all our trips, allowing you more freedom to enjoy the natural 
and cultural wonders of Europe. Whether you prefer cycling or walking, 2‑star or 4‑star, small group 
or self guided, land, river or sea – UTracks helps you explore Europe exactly the way you want.
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explore europe your way

blue danube cycle

TRIP COST

Joining Passau from 
: $1090

Trip Concludes: Vienna

All prices are per person

OPTIONS & 
SUPPLEMENTS

 Supplement to stay 
in Ardagger (instead 
of Grein) - Cat B pp: $10

 Supplement to stay 
in Ardagger (instead 
of Grein) - Cat C pp: $21

 Helmet purchase: $43

 Electric Bike 
Supplement: $110

 M - Mid Season 
Surcharge: $180

 Upgrade 
Supplement - 
Category B (3 to 4 
star): $200

 H - High Season 
Surcharge: $220

 Single Supplement - 
Category C (2 to 3 
star): $230

 Single Supplement - 
Category B (3 to 4 
star): $240

 Single Traveller 



itinerary at a glance
Day 1 Join Passau (Germany)

Day 2 Cycle through countryside to Engelhartszell and Schlögen (41km / 25.5mi)

Day 3 Cycle past Aschach and Wilhering to Linz (55km / 34mi)

Day 4 Cycle to Grein (or Ardagger) and Strudengau via Burg Clam Castle (50‑60km / 
31‑37mi)

Day 5 To Nibelungengau and Melk, famous for its imposing monastery (50km/31mi)

Day 6 Cycle through Wachau and on to Krems (50km / 31mi)

Day 7 To Vienna including train journey (40km/25mi)

Day 8 Trip concludes in Vienna

detailed itinerary
DAY 1  Join Passau (Germany)

Make your way to your hotel, where you will receive your travel documents. The 
remainder of the day is free to explore the town. 
Located at the junction of three rivers, the Danube, Inn and Ilz, Passau has a number 
of interesting sites including the Fortress “Veste Oberhaus”, built in 1219 and with an 
observation tower that offers a good view of the town and the river, and St Stephens 
Cathedral which has the world’s largest church organ. 
Collect your bike this afternoon (4-7 pm) or tomorrow morning. Generally we provide 
bikes with 21 gears – if you would like a 7 speed bike please specify this on booking.
meals: D

DAY 2  Cycle through countryside to Engelhartszell and Schlögen (41km / 25.5mi)
If you pick up your bike this morning, the cycle begins directly at the bike garage. Today 
you’ll cycle through the Upper Danube Valley to Schlögen, following the river. Pass 
through the Austrian border town of Engelhartszell, which is home to a former Cistercian 
abbey (1293-1786) and since 1925 the only Trappist monastery in Austria, then continue 
to Schlögen. The famous Schlögener Blick provides a wonderful view of the surrounding 
Austrian countryside.
meals: B,D

DAY 3  Cycle past Aschach and Wilhering to Linz (55km / 34mi)
Between the banks of the Danube there are small passenger ferries that you can take. 
On the southern bank of the Danube you pass Aschach and cycle through the slowly 
widening fertile basin of Eferfing. Continue past the monastery at Wilhering and reach 
the capital of Upper Austria, Linz. The city has a lively arts and music culture. In 1783 
Mozart wrote his Symphony No. 36 here, now known as the Linz Symphony. The 
modern art gallery “Lentos”, situated on the Danube and illuminated at night, is worth a 
look, or enjoy an evening strolling around the lovely main square.
meals: B,D
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Surcharge - 
Category C (2 to 3 
star): $250

 Single Supplement - 
Category A (4 star): $260

 Single Traveller 
Surcharge - 
Category B (3 to 4 
star): $260

 Upgrade 
Supplement - 
Category A (4 star): $270

 Single Traveller 
Surcharge - 
Category A (4 star): $280

As the trip price is based on twinshare, 
a single supplement is payable if 

you are not sharing with a friend / 
family member ‑ or a single traveller 

supplement if you are travelling solo*. 
Please refer to the price options for 

costs or ask our office for details. 
Note regarding single rooms ‑ The 
single supplement guarantees the 

privacy of your own room, however, 
rooms can at times be small and in 

some places may not enjoy the same 
facilities as double/twin rooms. 

*The single traveller surcharge is only 
available on trips deemed suitable 

for solo travellers. It is usually more 
expensive than the single supplement 

due to the extra cost for luggage 
transfers and organisation.

IMPORTANT NOTES
M - Mid Season

H - High Season
DN1 - A high season supplement applies 

for departures from 25 Apr to 18 
Sep. A mid season supplement 

applies for departures from 4 to 
24 Apr and 19 Sep to 2 Oct.



DAY 4  Cycle to Grein (or Ardagger) and Strudengau via Burg Clam Castle (50-60km / 31-37mi)
The cycle continues along the Danube cycle path and you can visit Enns, the oldest 
town in Austria, or across the river, the Mauthausen concentration camp. It is possible 
to visit the camp and its interesting museum, although the detour requires a steep uphill 
climb. This leg takes you through beautiful meadows and tranquil hinterland, past the 
Celtic village of Mitterkitchen and the majestic church in Baumgartenberg, and on to the 
romantic castle of Clam and the town of Grein. In Grein you will find the oldest Austrian 
theatre which is open to visitors. Continue to Strudengau. Note that if you are staying in 
Category A hotels, you will overnight in Ardagger, about 10km before Grein.
meals: B,D

DAY 5  To Nibelungengau and Melk, famous for its imposing monastery (50km/31mi)
Today’s cycle takes you through the fascinating landscape of tall and densely wooded 
rock formations on the both sides of the river. From Strudengau you soon arrive in 
Ybbs, a former trading centre on the Danube. High above the Danube is the pilgrimage 
church of Maria Taferl, and well before you reach the town of Melk you can see its huge 
monastery. There will be ample time in the afternoon to explore the museum and abbey 
and absorb the sweeping view from its balcony. Overnight in the Nibelungengau (the 
region surrounding Melk)
meals: B,D

DAY 6  Cycle through Wachau and on to Krems (50km / 31mi)
Today you pedal through the renowned Wachau, with its truly romantic scenery of 
terraced vineyards, apricot groves and quaint villages. En route to Krems you cycle 
through the winery villages of Spitz, Weisskirchen and Durnstein and pass several 
abbeys, castles and ruins. There’s also the possibility to take a break from your bike 
and relax on a short boat excursion. Alongside the cycle path you will find the so called 
“Heurigen” (typical Austrian wine taverns) where you can taste wine or regional foods.
meals: B,D

DAY 7  To Vienna including train journey (40km/25mi)
This morning you take the train to Tulln, where you cycle through the Vienna Woods 
(Wiener Wald) towards metropolitan Vienna, capital of Austria. Along the way, we 
recommend stopping to visit the impressive monastery in Klosterneuberg before 
continuing to the “City of Music”. The route into Vienna is mostly on a cycle path with 
no vehicles allowed, allowing you easy access to the main centre and your hotel. (Dinner 
not included tonight)
meals: B

DAY 8  Trip concludes in Vienna
Trip concludes after breakfast. Make sure you visit the famous sights of Vienna such as 
the ‘Naschmarkt’, the City Opera, the Ringstrasse with its imposing buildings and the 
beautiful imperial castle Schönbrunn.
meals: B

inclusions
  7 breakfasts, 6 dinners (dinner not included in Vienna). Continental breakfasts are served and 
usually consist of breads, jams, cheese, occasionally eggs and meats, coffee, tea and juices. 
Dinner will consist of 3 courses which include regional specialities

  7 nights accommodation in rooms with ensuite facilities on a twin share basis, according to the 
chosen hotel category (Cat C 2‑3 star hotels is standard, or upgrade option to Cat B 3‑4 star 
hotels or to Cat A 4 star hotels ‑ supplement applies)

  Transfer of luggage from hotel to hotel (1 suitcase max 20kg per person)
  21 speed bike rental equipped with 2 panniers (7 speed bikes on request or if 21speed is fully 
booked, children trailers ‑ max 2 children, 40kg ‑ on request. A limited number of 8‑speed electric 
bikes are available for hire ‑ must be pre‑booked and a supplement applies). Odometer (not on 
e‑bikes). Lock and repair kit including pump.
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  Welcome drink at your arrival hotel in Passau
  1 free bottle of wine per room from a vineyard in the Wachau Valley
  A tasting of regional products
  Train ride Krems (or Traismauer) to Tulln (including bike)
  Maps, route information and tourist information, and handlebar bag per room.
  Emergency hotline
  Note: Children’s prices are available on request – excellent discounts apply.

items not included
  Travel to Passau and from Vienna
  Dinner in Vienna, lunch and drinks
  Items of a personal nature
  Tour guide – this is a self guided cycling trip
  Entrance fees
  Ferries
  Transfers
  Travel insurance
  Helmets ‑ bring your own or you can purchase through UTracks to have them provided locally 
(must be pre‑booked and pre‑paid) ‑ please ask for our rates

  Train or bus Vienna back to Passau ‑ we can book this if required ‑ please ask for our rates

getting there
BY CAR  Driving routes can be accessed via the following websites: www.viamichelin.

com

PARKING & TRANSFERS  Paid parking, EUR7 per day, is available at Globus Garage Passau with a 
reservation, see Annexure A for details.

BY TRAIN  Passau is easily accessible from any German or Austrian train station, or other 
points throughout Europe. Schedules can be viewed on www.raileurope.com 
or contact your reservations consultant or travel agent for assistance with rail 
tickets.

BY AIR  The closest airports are Munich and Vienna. To check on fares or flight 
availability speak to your reservations consultant or travel agent. Then take 
the train to Passau: from Vienna airport approx 3-4 hours, from Munich airport 
take the Flix bus or taxi to Freising station then train approx 2.5 hours.

BY BUS  FlixBus has an extensive network throughout Europe including services from 
Munich and Regensburg to Passau: www.flixbus.de

TRANSFER SERVICE  We can assist with booking a shuttle transfer from Munich airport to the hotel 
in Passau. Price on application. Must be pre-booked. Please speak to your 
reservations consultant or travel agent.

trip grading - introductory to moderate
This trip involves 6 days cycling between 40 and 60km / 25 and 37mi per day usually along paved cycle 
paths across generally flat terrain. The terrain is almost exclusively on the Danube cycle path. In and out 
of the cities there will be some traffic. You need only carry your camera/rain gear and water bottle. Your 
luggage is transported for you between hotels/inns. The trip is graded introductory to moderate and is 
considered suitable for beginners and children who have a good level of fitness. A limited number of 
children’s bikes are available (minimum height 120cm), as are bike seats (max 18kg) and trailers (2 children, 
maximum 40kg), and tag-a-long bikes (minimum height is 120cm/3ft 11.3in). *For safety reasons, we insist 
that cycle helmets be included as a compulsory item on your equipment list.

equipment provided
Rental Bike
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During the trip you will be provided with a 21 speed bike with handbrakes. You will also receive a pannier 
to carry your gear for the day, along with a handlebar bag, bike computer, lock and repair kit (per room). 
Helmets are not supplied locally but are mandatory on all bike tours, so you will need to bring your own 
well-fitted helmet. Alternatively you can purchase one for an additional cost (must be pre booked and 
prepaid). If you would like a 7 speed bike (with backpedal brake) you need to book this in advance. You 
should specify which bike is required at the time of booking.

Electric Bike

A limited number of electric bikes are available for an additional supplement. These must be requested 
at the time of booking or in advance. Our specially made 8-speed KTM or Flyer models increase your 
pedaling power 3 fold and allows cyclists of different athletic conditions to book a bike tour together. 
E-bikes are not fitted with odometers.

dietary requirements
Provided we are advised in advance of your departure we are able to cater for vegetarian diets and 
can assist with medically recommended diets (allergies and intolerances). Please ensure you discuss 
your requirements with us well in advance (at least 1 month prior to your trip) to determine whether we 
can cater to such dietary requirements on your chosen adventure. Please note that options are likely 
to be limited in very remote locations or alternatives may be more expensive or unavailable. There may 
be times when those with special requirements may need to provide their own food. We are unable to 
guarantee a peanut-free or allergen-free trip, and therefore, we strongly encourage that travellers with 
life-threatening or severe allergies take all necessary medical precautions to prepare for the possibility 
of exposure. Passengers must travel with all necessary medications for food allergies and be capable of 
self-administering these medications.

a note on our self guided adventures
Self guided cycling requires individuals to use problem solving skills, be adaptable and have a keen eye. 
On self guided cycling tours it is expected that you will know how to repair punctures and make minor 
adjustments to gears, handlebars and seats. For anything more serious, our local partner will be able to 
assist. It is recommended that you are comfortable map reading, referring to route notes and that you 
have a good sense of direction (or are willing to work on improving this!) Sometimes route finding, losing 
your way, finding it again and asking the locals for help is all part of the adventure. If you’ve never been 
on a self guided trip, rest assured that after the first couple of days you will get the hang of it as the vast 
majority of our first time travellers attest. Please also be assured that our written material issued to you 
for route finding is updated regularly and we provide a 7day service hotline in the event of any problems. 
Using directions and maps can be more difficult for solo travellers as often two heads are better than one 
when it comes to finding your way. There is a certain level of the unknown that comes with self guided 
trips, however with a methodical approach potential problems will be averted. The freedom of a self guided 
trip is something that, once experienced, is sought time and time again.

joining instructions
Three weeks prior to your departure from Australia you will receive joining instructions and a hotel list. 
On arrival at the first hotel you will receive your maps, route notes and tourist information. Your bike is 
collected on the afternoon/evening of day 1 or the morning of day 2.

accommodation
DURING TOUR
There are three categories of accommodation available for this trip and you need to specify your 
requirements on booking. The price is dependent on the category of accommodation you choose.

 CATEGORY A: 4 star hotels. Free wifi is available at these hotels

 CATEGORY B: A combination of 3-4 star hotels, cosy inns and hotels

 CATEGORY C: 2-3 star hotels
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In Austria note that a twin room is not always associated with having two beds! Quite often a twin bed has 
one or two mattresses on the same bedframe but with two separate duvets. Sometimes there might be 
two beds positioned together, but they cannot be separated because of constraints of the room. Please 
accept our apologies for this, but having inspected many hotel rooms, there are not many twin rooms 
which have two separated beds, except in more modern or international style hotels.

*Additional nights can be booked in Passau (pre tour), Vienna (post tour) and Linz (rest day) for an additional 
cost. Please ensure you advise us of any rest days you require at time of booking as any changes after 
booking will incur additional fees. 

Pre and post tour accommodation can be added on or after booking. Please see our terms and conditions 
or contact us for more details.

fast facts
COUNTRIES VISITED  Germany, Austria

VISAS  Visas not required for citizens of Australia, Canada, USA and New Zealand for 
up to 90 days in a period of 180 days for all Schengen countries (see www.
schengenvisainfo.com/schengen-visa-countries-list/ for countries part of the 
Schengen). Please ensure your passport is stamped on arrival in the Schengen 
area. For all other nationalities and for longer stays in countries covered by the 
Schengen Agreement (Australian New Zealand, Canadian and US passport 
holders), please contact the relevant embassy. Stays of longer than 90 days in 
the Schengen area require a long stay visa for the country you are spending 
most time in. However long stay visas are unlikely to be issued unless there 
is a valid reason (eg. studying in country). Unfortunately we cannot assist in 
obtaining visas for long stays due to individual country visa requirements.

CLIMATE  The trip runs from March to October during the European spring, summer 
& autumn. The months of June to August are busy times with temperatures 
ranging between 5-18 degrees Celsius (41-64 degrees Fahrenheit) in spring 
and autumn, and 15-25 degrees Celsius (59-77 degrees Fahrenheit) in summer 
(sometimes higher).

MIN GROUP SIZE  1

MOBILITY REQUIREMENT  This trip is not suitable for people with limited mobility.

SPECIALIST GEAR REQUIRED  Bike helmet (can be purchased in advance and supplied locally or we 
recommend bringing your own), wet weather gear, sunscreen, jogging shoes 
and sun hat. A comprehensive gear list is provided in the pre-departure 
information provided on booking.

special notes
SINGLE TRAVELLERS: As the trip price is based on twinshare, a single supplement is payable if a single 
room is required. Ask our office for details.

how to book
To book a UTRACKS trip, complete our booking form which is found at the back of our brochure or can 
be downloaded from our website www.utracks.com. On completion, fax or post the form to your nearest 
UTRACKS or World Expeditions office along with full payment by cheque or credit card (note: surcharges 
apply for credit card payments). World Expeditions/UTRACKS has access to competitive airfares to 
Europe. Call your nearest UTRACKS/World Expeditions office or travel agent for assistance with your 
travel arrangements including flights, travel insurance & additional accommodation.

follow us
https://www.facebook.com/UTracks
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https://www.instagram.com/utrackstravel/

https://twitter.com/UTracks_Travel

There’s even more tips and ideas on our blog at http://www.utracks.com/discover

slide shows
UTracks invites you to attend our inspiring adventure travel slide shows. These special evenings are 
designed to inform and entertain and are hosted by our most experienced and passionate adventure 
travellers. Ask our staff for a slide show schedule or register on our website – www.utracks.com. Shows 
can fill early so it is important to register your attendance so we know to save a seat, or two!

e-newsletter
To keep up to date with our new and exciting adventure opportunities, special promotions and adventure 
news, subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter! You can do this on line through our website, www.utracks.
com or contact our office.

IMPORTANT NOTE
THESE TRIP NOTES REPRESENT THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION AVAILABLE FOR THIS 
ITINERARY, AND SUPERSEDE ANY INFORMATION DETAILED IN THE CURRENT BROCHURE, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ITINERARY AND PRICE.

talk to us
If you require any further assistance regarding this trip or any other adventure, please contact your nearest 
UTRACKS or World Expeditions office.
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AUSTRALIA
UTracks  
Level 5, 71 York St 
Sydney NSW 2000 
T: (02) 8270 8488 
F: (02) 8270 8489 
Toll free: 1300 303 368 
info@utracks.com.au

Feel free to visit our World Expeditions  
offices in:-

• Melbourne 
• Brisbane 
• Adelaide (Thor Travel) 

For address and office phone numbers visit 
www.worldexpeditions.com

NEW ZEALAND
UTracks 
Level 1, 59-67 High St 
Auckland CBD 
PO Box 106-275 
Auckland City 1143 
T: (09) 368 4161 
F: (09) 368 4162 
Toll Free: 0800 350 354 
info@utracks.co.nz

CANADA - OTTAWA
UTracks 
47 William St 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada 
K1N 6Z9 
T: 613 241 2700 
F: 613 2414189 
Toll Free:  1-800-567-2216 
contact@utracks.com

UNITED KINGDOM
UTracks 
1B Osiers Road
Wandsworth
London SW18 1NL 
T: 0845 241 7599 
F: 020 8870 7014  
T: 1800 946 258 (Ireland) 
info@utracks.com

UTracks is a division of the

World Expeditions Travel Group

© World Expeditions Travel Group - Dana Garofani 7/19/2019 9:59:42 AM

blue danube cycle


